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Maintainimg Moral Purity in Today's War '}

Where It All Leads

The following story was taken from LazerBeams blog of Rav Lazer Brody. Let
it be a warning for all of us to HIT BOTTOM while still ON TOP.

by Anonymous

Big Subtitle Example

| have no one else to turn to regarding my present situation. | am in a lot of trouble
and am contemplating suicide as a way out. | write to you from a position of disgust
with myself and potential humiliation for my lovely wife and three daughters. | was a
successful CPA until | lost my job last January and have not found a means to make
a living other than trying to start a business which is having a dismal beginning. Until
| lost my job, | was earning almost $220k per year. You see, | have been addicted
to the internet over the last 6 years. What | mean by addiction is that | was viewing
inappropriate materials and obsessed with chatting with unknown people. | was also
acting out due to my addiction and avoiding my marital duties to my wife as a result.
| was doing this on a daily basis to the point that | was up all night and often wasting
away days at work. Somehow, | carried on the appearance that everything was okay
until | was arrested January 25th for chatting with what | thought were grown women
and were really undercover police officers posing as minors. | was so addicted that |
never paid any attention to details like age since in the fantasy world of the internet,
everybody makes stuff up including myself. Since any facts were not believable, |
never acknowledged any information other than what | needed to fulfill my selfish
desires. In February, things got complicated. After | was arrested, | was extradited to
another state where the charges were filed against me. The irony is that the state |
am facing charges in, | have never been to in my life nor did | ever contemplate going
there. | also never met up with any one | chatted with. | was purely living in a fantasy
world that had overtaken my life — a trap that the Yetzer set for me. Initially when
| was arrested, | was being held in a city jail in the state where | live waiting until |
was picked up by the sheriff’s department of the state | am facing charges in. | was
transported after 15 days in county jail and then spent another 3 days in jail in the
state where | am facing criminal prosecution. You can’t imagine what suffering this is,
for | was with junkies, robbers, rapists — you name it. Please help me make teshuva.
Help me warn others not to fall into this trap. The internet is like a cancer and what
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happened when | was extradited is that another county in the same state issued a
warrant for my arrest for the exact same charges as the county that extradited me
had filed. | am currently facing over 24 felony counts in 2 counties of internet solicita-
tion to a minor and obscenity charges due to the nature of inappropriate language |
was using. | was released on $80,000 bail with a gps monitor on my ankle. I'm now
jobless, penniless, and we’re soon expecting child #4. To add insult to injury, | have
never been arrested in my life nor do | have any criminal record. | was a good clean-
cut guy with an MBA from the USA’s best-known colleges of business. | passed my
CPA on the first try. | had my choice of great jobs. It’'s now blown away. | can’t explain
what has happened as it all seems like a blur but | was living 2 lives. Since | have not
been making any income, the community has come to our aid and has supported us
along with paying for my legal expenses thus far totalling over 50k. | have 2 lawyers
working on my case to handle my criminal matters and potential exposure to my CPA
license. My attorney has been trying to work out a plea deal but thus far has not
been successful. My attorney explained to me this morning that if a plea deal is not
achieved then he needs to know my position as to whether he should pursue going
to trial. If | go to trial | will be going to trial in 2 jurisdicitions with potential jail time of
many years compounded by the number of felonies | am not able to beat. Believe it or
not, the worst part for me is that | would also be required to register as a child abuse
offender in 2 different states. You have to know that | have never been interested
in minors nor have | have ever considered harming a minor. | am reeling from the
shock of how what | thought was a secret life has now become an open book. Please
intercede in my behalf. I'm sure that your prayers will help my case upstairs, | am now
beginning to do everything | read about in your different articles — mikva, Tikkun Klali,
guarding my eyes, and doing teshuva during an hour of personal prayer a day. Even
so, my marriage has been barely holding together. Please stick with me Rabbi Lazer
because | need further guidance. As | said before, | have no income, | currently have
no future and my wife is in tears daily. We are desperate and | contemplate suicide
as a way to save my family, my children’s future and the ability for my wife to remarry
a person that is good and can make a living. | could go on for another 10 thousand
words, but | have given you the gist of my present life story. Please, Rabbi, tell the
world about what happened to me. If | can save at least one person from a similar
fate, maybe God will have mercy on me. Most sincerely, Ralph in the USA

14 GYE Corp. P.O. Box 32380, Pikesville, MD 21282, U.S.A.
E-mail: eyes.guard@gmail.com. Tel (USA): 646-600-8100 / Israel: 1599-500-119
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Are Internet Filters Halachically
Required?

he internet brings into one’s home the very best and very worst the world as

to offer, and everything in between. It enables us to access vital and useful
information and to save valuable time by shopping, working, banking, making
appointments, and completing other tasks without leaving home. And for the
committed Jew, the enormous volume of Torah literature and recordings avail-
able online provides priceless opportunities for serious study and research. But
it is no secret that the internet also allows opportunities to view all manner of
objectionable content and engage in intimate, anonymous correspondences.
Viewing such content has been found to be clinically addictive, and in many
cases it has ruined marriages and careers. Of paramount concern for the obser-
vant Jew is the clear Torah prohibition that forbids intentionally directing one’s
eyes toward images of unclothed or scantily clothed women or of people engag-
ing in intimate acts.! Perhaps more than any other invention in history, the
internet demonstrates how human progress can be used for both the sacred and
the profane, for both the loftiest and ugliest purposes.

The ease with which inappropriate online material can be accessed has given
rise to a level of temptation to which previous generations were never subjected.
While temptation itself is, of course, as old as mankind, never before has it been
so easy for an otherwise committed Jew to indulge his curiosities and fantasies.
It is likely no exaggeration to say that internet pornography ranks among the
most widespread and difficult spiritual challenges faced by contemporary Torah
Jewry.

Many rabbis, understandably, have urged their students and followers to
make use of the widely available (and affordable) filters to protect themselves
and their families from falling into the sewers of internet pornography. These
filters use complex algorithms to automatically detect pornographic material
before a page is opened, and then block access to the page if it indeed con-
tains such material. While filters are certainly incapable of blocking access to
all halachically objectionable websites, they are effective in drastically reducing

L 927 MY 72 AR 89,020 INR) 02112 nR ynnn &9, We will not discuss here the precise
parameters of these prohibitions, but there is no disputing the premise that viewing
pornographic material violates a strict Torah prohibition.
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272 HEADLINES: HALACHIC DEBATES OF CURRENT EVENTS

the availability of inappropriate content, thus providing at least some degree of
safety from the spiritual challenges posed by internet use.

Even from a purely pragmatic and common-sense perspective, a compelling
case can be made for installing a filter in one’s home to lower the chances of
his or his family members falling into the trap of internet pornography. But in
addition, as this essay will seek to demonstrate, there is also a clear basis for a
halachic obligation to utilize filters for the sake of protecting oneself and one’s
household from the lure of inappropriate online content.

I. 9m°33 o'n7 o'wn 89 — The Requirement to Eliminate
Danger From One’s Home

In introducing the obligation of npyn — placing a fence around a flat rooftop
— the Torah (Devarim 22:8) commands, jrnaa onT own 8% (“You shall not
place bloodguilt in your home”). The Gemara (Bava Kama 15b) infers from this
command a prohibition against possessing something hazardous in one’s home,
giving the particular examples of a hostile dog (»7193) and an unsteady ladder.2

The Rambam, in codifying this prohibition (Hilchos Rotzeiach 11:4), appears
to limit this Biblical prohibition to hazards that pose the risk of death. He writes
that this prohibition applies “both to a rooftop and to anything that poses a
risk and it is likely that a person will stumble upon it and die” He gives the
example of a large ditch in one’s yard, which must be covered “so that nobody
falls in it and dies.” This observation was made by the Devar Avraham (1:37:25),
who writes that according to the Rambam, the Gemara speaks specifically of
a dog capable of killing and a ladder whose dysfunctional condition poses the
risk of fatal accident.> We might add that this is also the implication of the
Gemara’s discussion later in Bava Kama (83a), which emphasizes the severity of
having a dangerous dog by telling the story of a pregnant woman who miscar-
ried upon being frightened by a dog’s bark. The Gemara likely chose specifically
this example of the deadly risk posed by a »1 193 because the Torah prohibition
is limited to life-threatening hazards.

By contrast, the Sefer Ha-Chinuch (547) appears to expand the prohibition
of nT wwn &Y to include even hazards that are not life-threatening. He defines

2. The Maharsha comments that these examples are given because they are both situations
in which danger is posed to outsiders, but not to members of the household. Even a
vicious dog is not likely to bite the people with whom it lives, and household members
know not to use a rickety ladder. According to the Maharsha, then, this prohibition
applies even to hazards that do not pose a risk to one’s family, if they can be dangerous
to other people who come to visit.

3. See also Shita Mekubetzes there in Bava Kama, citing Mahari Katz.
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this prohibition as forbidding “placing stumbling blocks or traps in our lands or
homes so that people will not die or be harmed as a result of them.”

Regardless, it seems quite clear that even the Rambam recognized a rabbinic
prohibition forbidding the possession of hazards that do not pose risk to life.
In Hilchos Nizkei Mamon (5:9), where he codifies the prohibition against pos-
sessing a hostile dog, he writes, “The Sages said: Cursed is the one who raises
dogs and pigs, because the harm they cause is significant and common.” Here
the Rambam speaks of a rabbinic edict forbidding the possession of animals
that cause “significant and common” damage, without specifying a fatal risk. It
stands to reason that in his view, although the Torah prohibition of mnT mwNn 8%
is limited to life-threatening hazards, the Sages enacted a prohibition against
possessing hazardous items of any kind, even if they do not pose a threat to
life, if they are prone to causing significant harm. Accordingly, the Rama rules
(C.M. 409:3) that one may have a »1 155 only if he restrains it with iron chains,
07X 212 P ow wInh W (“because there is concern that it will cause people harm”).
The straightforward implication of this ruling is that it applies even to dogs that
do not pose a life-threatening risk, but can cause other forms of damage.

Having established that Halacha forbids keeping even non-deadly hazards
in one’s home — either on the level of Torah prohibition or by force of rabbinic
enactment — we can now address the question of whether this is limited to
physical hazards or applies to spiritual hazards, as well. Would the possession
of a computer with unfiltered internet access, which clearly poses a spiritual risk
to the members of the household given the lure of pornographic content, violate
this prohibition against possessing hazardous items?

We indeed find in several sources an equation between physical and spiri-
tual risks in reference to other Torah laws. The Shulchan Aruch (O.C. 306:14),
for example, rules that one may (and must) travel on Shabbos to rescue his
daughter from missionaries. The Mishna Berura (306:57) clarifies that in such a
situation, one may violate any of the Shabbos prohibitions as needed to rescue
the daughter. Just as the Shabbos prohibitions are waived for the sake of saving
a physical life, similarly, it seems, they are overridden by the concern for one’s
spiritual life. This ruling, then, might reflect a halachic equation between the
concern for physical wellbeing and the concern for spiritual wellbeing.

One may, however, refute this proof, distinguishing between missionizing
activity and other spiritual risks. In the case described by the Shulchan Aruch,
the girl is at risk of being led away from Jewish belief and practice altogether, and
it is perhaps only for this reason that she must be rescued even at the expense of
Shabbos observance. This does not necessarily mean that the threat of a single
violation would override the Shabbos prohibitions. Indeed, the Taz, comment-
ing on the Shulchan Aruch’s ruling, qualifies this halacha and posits that one may
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desecrate Shabbos in this instance only because the girl is at risk of complete
spiritual demise.

Nevertheless, the equation between physical and spiritual harm is found
in other halachic sources. The Shela (Perek Derech Chaim Tochachas Mussar,
Kedoshim) asserts that the prohibition of 7y1 Yy Tmyn &Y, which requires inter-
vening to rescue one’s fellow from danger, applies not only to physical danger,
but also to spiritual danger:

NP TARNY 17°2Y T2 AR ORY ,WAIN NHYRNA 19V YD 0N YN 122NN OR
NN

If we are obligated to rescue the body, all the more so, the rescue of the
soul, that if one sees him committing a sin, thereby losing his world [to
come], he must save him.

This point is also made by several other Acharonim, including the Minchas
Chinuch (239:6), the Maharshdam (Y.D. 204), and the Chafetz Chaim (Chomas
Ha-Das, Chizuk Ha-Das, 3). In their view, the Torah’s command to rescue one’s
fellow from danger applies to all kinds of danger, including the risk of spiritual
harm through sin. It is clear from their comments that this applies not only to
the risk of defection from Jewish observance altogether, but even to the risk of
a single violation.

If so, then the prohibition of 711 mnT wn &Y should also pertain to not
only potential causes of physical harm, but to causes of spiritual damage, as well.
Thus, just as it is forbidden to have a dangerous ladder in one’s home, which
can cause someone to fall and suffer an injury, it is also forbidden to have in
ones home a device that can cause people to sin.* This point is made explicitly
by the Maharam Shick (Y.D. 335),> who rules that just as it is forbidden to put
oneself in a dangerous situation (such as by standing under a bridge in disrepair,
which could fall) or to have a hazard in one’s home, it is similarly forbidden to
put oneself in a place of spiritual risk or have spiritual hazards in one’s home.

4. An argument could be made that spiritual hazards would even fall under the Torah
prohibition of mnT wwn 8%, which, as discussed, is limited (according to the Rambam)
to potentially fatal hazards. Committing a sin causes a degree of destruction to the
soul and results in the eternal loss of part of one’s allotted share in the next world, and
it should thus be regarded as no less severe than the loss of physical life. Indeed, the
Mishna in Pirkei Avos (4:17) famously teaches that a single moment of enjoyment in
the next world is greater than all the pleasures of this world, and thus the loss of even a
small portion of one’s share in the next world is at least as significant a loss as physical
death.

5. He briefly makes this point elsewhere, as well; see O.C. 308.
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Accordingly, one who has in his home a computer with unfiltered internet
access may very likely be in violation of m11 n7 Dwn &Y, as he has a source
of spiritual danger in his home, and he may also transgress the prohibition of
v 07 YY Tnyn &Y, as he puts his household and visitors at risk of exposure to
forbidden material.

I1. y5a mnan vy owy — Avoiding Immodest Sights

The Gemara in Bava Basra (57b) cites the verse in Yeshayahu (33:6), vry nximm
y72 mrn, which lauds the person who “shuts his eyes to avoid seeing evil,” and
applies it to one who ensures not to view the immodest sight of women washing
clothes along the riverbank. In the ensuing discussion, the Gemara establishes
that if one had the option of taking a different route, it is forbidden to choose a
route that exposes him to the immodest sight of women washing their clothes.
One who does so, the Gemara comments, is considered a yw. The halacha of
»12 MR vry oy refers to a case in which the only available route passes along
the riverbank, and in such an instance, one should close his eyes or look away
in order to avoid sights of immodesty.

Two conclusions emerge from the Gemara’s discussion: 1) It is forbidden to
go to a place where one will encounter immodest sights, unless he has no alter-
native. 2) If one has no alternative and must go to a place where immodestly clad
women are present, he should try to turn his eyes away so as not to look at them.

RIINR 8377 88 — If One Has an Alternative

The first conclusion, as mentioned, is that one is not allowed to put himself in
the presence of immodesty unless he has no alternative. Rav Moshe Feinstein
discusses this prohibition at length (Iggeros Moshe, E.H. 1:56), writing that one is
permitted to go to such places if this is necessary for his livelihood and similar
important needs, but not if he goes simply for leisure. Accordingly, he rules that
although nowadays, unfortunately, women commonly walk about in immodest
attire, it is nevertheless permissible to walk through the streets, shop, and go to
work, despite the exposure to immodesty; however, one must make every effort
to avoid looking at immodestly dressed women. He writes:

PV M2NY DpnY 7220 YRWI MYYY PIRY IR IRYI 1N TOON Hrawa qr

6. One might also be in violation of the prohibition of Y131 1nn &Y My 1195 (placing a “stum-
bling block” before someone) or nvay 1119 y»on (helping to facilitate a sin), although
the parameters of these prohibitions are subject to considerable discussion and debate.
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Even to avoid a monetary loss, and for other needs that one has, it is
permissible to go to a place where [women] expose their thighs and
arms... And in the streets, where, due to our many sins, many immodest
women walk, and [walking there] is something which we cannot forbid,
one must try as much as possible not to look, and the main thing is to
divert one’s attention away from all improper thoughts.

Another point relevant to our topic is made by the Rashbam, commenting on
the Gemara’s discussion. He writes that if one chooses the route that exposes him
to immodest sights when other routes are available, then he is regarded as a yv~
even if he ensures to close his eyes and avoid viewing the women. Simply putting
oneself in that situation, regardless of whether he ultimately views forbidden
sights, itself constitutes a halachic violation.

The Chafetz Chaim (Sefer Chafetz Chaim, section 6, Beer Mayim Chaim 14)
raises the question of how to reconcile the Rashbam’s ruling with the implication
of the Shach (Y.D. 142:34) that one may go to a place where he will see idolatrous
articles or hear music played for a pagan deity if he is able to close his eyes or
block his ears. Seemingly, the Chafetz Chaim asks, just as one may not choose
to walk along a route that exposes him to immodesty, even if he closes his eyes,
it should be forbidden to voluntarily place oneself in the presence of sights or
sounds of idolatry, even if he can avoid seeing or hearing them.

The Chafetz Chaim answers that Halacha applies stricter standards with
regard to avoiding immodesty, due to the especially strong temptation that it
poses. He writes:

03NT NP PRINNY PR INTANN DIR YV WY 22910 NPIPIT RININ NIA0T Y RN
.U N0 X122 1090 HY2 1POY 1R 9231 19,37 IRINA 779 RN RHW 2WIN INYY

It seems to me that the Gemara’s reasoning is that when it comes to
forbidden sexual relations, since a person’s soul desires them, we must
be especially stringent, for even if now he thinks he is not interested in
this enjoyment [of looking upon the women], his evil inclination might
overcome him against his will, and he will then come to think improper
thoughts.

The Chafetz Chaim proceeds to cite other examples where Chazal enacted strict
measures to avoid encounters with women due to the particularly strong urges
they can arouse. Thus, although when it comes to other prohibitions one may
place himself in situations in which he will be forced to make a special effort to
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avoid a Torah violation, when it comes to immodesty, one is required to avoid
such settings, unless he has no alternative.

RIINKR 8377 8>*Y — If One Has No Alternative

As mentioned, the Gemara establishes that if one has no alternate route that
avoids the immodest sights, he must turn his eyes so as not to look upon the
women. The Rashbam writes that if a person under such circumstances makes
sure to avoid viewing the women, xwn on — “he is pious.” In his view, then, the
Gemara refers here to a mmon nmn, an extra measure of piety that is not required
on the level of strict halachic obligation. This is in contrast to the Rambam, who
writes (Hilchos Issurei Bia 21:21): n0>250 Yy MTmyw owia Yanony nor — “It is
forbidden to gaze upon the women standing over the laundry.” The term mox
suggests that the Rambam refers here to an outright halachic prohibition, and
not to a mmon nmn. Thus, in his view, if one must put himself in a place where
he is exposed to immodesty, he is required to avoid looking at the inappropriate
sights.

Applying this discussion to the issue of internet use, it would appear that
the use of unfiltered internet when the option of filtering is available parallels
the situation of choosing the route that exposes one to immodesty. Here, too,
one has the option of avoiding the risk of inappropriate sights, but willfully
chooses the option that exposes him to such images and necessitates making
a special, concerted effort not to view them. It must be noted that even if one
accesses the internet for only necessary purposes, such as for his job, he would
still be required to install a filter. As noted above in the citation from Rav Moshe
Feinstein, the need to earn a living allows one to expose himself to immodest
sights only if he has no alternative. Clearly, however, if one has two routes he
could take to work — one which exposes him to immodesty and one which does
not — he is required to take the route that avoids inappropriate sights.

One might, however, suggest distinguishing between internet use and travel-
ing through places with immodest sights, as in the latter case one will inevita-
bly expose himself to immodesty. In the case of unfiltered internet, one places
himself in a situation in which he is tempted to access inappropriate material,
but will not automatically be exposed to such content. Nevertheless, despite this
distinction, the use of unfiltered internet would still be forbidden, for several
reasons:

1) As the Chafetz Chaim noted, issues involving safeguards against m»y
are treated very stringently by Chazal due to the strong temptations
involved. The Shulchan Aruch (E.H. 21:1) writes unequivocally, nTx %
TRN TRN DWINN PnInnY, emphasizing the vigilance that is required to avoid
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sources of temptation. It seems clear that this would require avoiding
unfiltered internet.

2) It is not uncommon when using unfiltered internet to unexpectedly
encounter inappropriate images. The Gemara in Berachos (62b) recounts
that Abayei instructed his students not to look to the sides as they walked
through the streets of the city — “perhaps women are sitting [along the
sides of the streets], and it is inappropriate to look at them.” Abayei’s
remark suggests that one must even avoid situations of possible exposure
to immodesty, and thus the risk of incidental exposure to inappropriate
content suffices to require the installation of a filter.

3) The Rambam writes in Hilchos Nezirus (5:10) that the Sages enacted a
prohibition forbidding a nazir from sitting among people drinking wine
and requiring him to “distance himself from them significantly,” because
their company places a “stumbling block” (5wan) in front of him. The
obligation to distance oneself from a % wan would certainly seem to apply
to the temptations posed by access to inappropriate websites.

II1. The Obligation to Avoid j»o)

We pray each morning, 1901 1% uran Y8 — that God should not subject us to
tests of faith or commitment. This prayer reflects the notion that we should not
be seeking ways to test our religious devotion, and to the contrary, we should
endeavor to avoid such tests. Indeed, the Gemara in Sanhedrin (107a) states very
clearly that one must not willingly put himself in a situation of 1vv, in which
his loyalty to mitzvos is tested by temptation: 10119 mxy 0TR X2 Y% Y. The
Gemara proceeds to relate that King David asked God to test him, and God
indeed subjected him to the test of Batsheva — which, of course, he failed.

The Gemara’s unequivocal ruling calls into a question a remarkable story
told in Avoda Zara (17a-17b) of two Sages — Rabbi Chanina and Rabbi Yonasan
— who were walking together and needed to choose between two routes. One
would take them past a house of idolatrous worship and the other past a brothel.
The two men debated which route they should follow. One thought that they
should pass by the temple, since there is no temptation to worship idols, while
the other said, “Let us go to the entrance of the brothel so we can subdue our
evil inclination and receive reward.” Surprisingly, one of the two Sages felt they
should specifically expose themselves to temptation by passing in front of the
brothel so that they could earn reward by overcoming their temptation and not
entering. The obvious question arises as to how this could be permissible in light
of the prohibition against willfully subjecting oneself to a jvoa.

The answer emerges from the comments of the Maharam Lublin, who
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explains that this idea was proposed only because the alternative was to pass by
a house of pagan worship. The rabbi who made this suggestion did not recom-
mend passing in front of the brothel in order to earn reward, but rather felt that
given the requirement to distance oneself from idolatry, it is preferable to take
the route that would lead them past a brothel. Although this route would expose
them to temptation, they would be rewarded for overcoming their temptation,
and this route is thus preferable to one which passes by a place of idol worship.”
Thus, the suggestion was not to voluntarily test their religious commitment,
but rather to keep a distance from sites of pagan worship even at the expense of
exposing themselves to temptation.

It is worth citing in this context the famous comments of the Chazon Ish in
Emuna U-Bitachon (4:9), where he elaborates on this prohibition against will-
tully testing one’s religious commitment:

,ITRN PIPNA D300 73 MY VAN DTRY MY PRI L,MIVDIN pRInng mxnn...
ROV 0T DTRY 1 11701 7Y R127 919PW Dipnd 01002 RHYW NPIDIND M2IN NATITRY
MDD ORI ,NID0 MIPNA DR TINY’ RY (.22 §7) NAW 1INRY 1NI) NII0 Mpna TInyH
2wV 2IPWN PODA POYY POIN PRV JI PIR TIT NTNI DN .WAIN NIV 27V 12 N
D177 YRWI PTIN PRI 12T DNY NI NPINY R DY TOON TOANNY JA12 TOOM NI
1N212 NIPINNAN DTN DHNWYAYY IIRY 129 9T PHY DINORN D72PY IMRN 1YY 0I2H
NN DIPRY 3PP ,29PN RY RN RPNV JPINR NIND 1IN0 1INRY 10 ,MRNN
R HR D2IWY 1INRY 1 Y9I AT Y1 NINWNY NINWN TVY 1INRY I NTIY INIRY

L JP0TY INRY

The mitzva is to distance oneself from tests, and it is not worthy for one
to seek tests in order to train himself in perfecting his character traits.
To the contrary, it is a moral obligation not to go to a place where one is
likely to face a test, just as it is forbidden for a person to stand in a dan-
gerous place, as they said in Shabbos (32a), “A person should not stand
in a dangerous place” And if this is true regarding physical harm, then
all the more so, it applies to risks to the soul. This is true in everyday life,
as well — one does not enter into a business that has an equal chance of
profit and loss if the loss would mean the loss of everything, even if the

7. The Maharam presents this interpretation of the Gemara to explain the comments
of Tosfos, who infer from this passage that one must distance himself from places of
idolatrous worship as much as possible, as evidenced by the fact that a Talmudic Sage
preferred passing by a brothel over passing by a place of idolatry. At first glance, Tosfos’
comments seem very difficult, as this rabbi proposed passing by the brothel in order
to earn reward by withstanding temptation, and not to avoid the pagan temple. The
Maharam thus explains that this decision was indeed made for the purpose of keeping
away from the temple, and not for the reward of withstanding temptation.
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profit is enormous... And a nazir is not permitted to go into a vineyard
in order to arouse his desire for grapes, which are forbidden to him, in
order to overcome his evil inclination and receive the proper reward for
the test of desire, as they said, “We say to a nazir, ‘Go around — do not
enter the vineyard.” Approaching a place of sin is itself a sin, as they said,
“Make a safeguard to the safeguard.” All this is included in that which
they said, “A person should never bring a test upon himself”

Using unfiltered internet would certainly fall under the category of 1vv3, as one
must exercise great restraint to overcome the temptation to access inappropriate
material and to avoid the other spiritual pitfalls of cyberspace. It thus seems clear
that one must utilize available filtering options in order to avoid this great 1o
posed by modern technology.
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